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EVIDENCE PACKAGE SILENT COUP" SECRET GOVERNMENT

1. Interview excerpt with John Mitchell: March 211988
2. Interview excerpt with Bob Haldeman: March 23 1988
3. Interview excerpt with John Ehrlich man: March 28 1988
4. Relevant excerpt from "Silent Coup" Page 5 thru 8

MITCHELL/COLODNY INTERVIEW EXCERPT RE"SECRET GOVERNMENT" 3/21/1988

COLODNY: Bob and I have begun to in-, in-, rewrite a framework which I don't know ... maybe you've,
you, you might have some ideas on this. Uh, we now have a broader perspective on what we're saying
about the book. And we're saying it's a story of a President at war with his own government. "Upon
assuming the Presidency in January of '69, Nixon was a President with plans. A radically new view of
the world order but totally distrustful of the established bureaucracy and Congress. He saw the
State Department, the Pentagon and the CIA as obstacles to his plans, roadblocks that had to be
circumvented.,ls that an accurate .•.

MITCHELL: Well, I think that's, uh, generally that's a fair statement.

COLODNY: All right. "If he were to succeed in implementing, implementing his own
foreign policy, he appointed a weak Secretary of State as Well as a
man he did not trust as Secretary of Defense. And, finally,
retained as head of the CIA, Richard Helms, a Kennedy appointee and
another individual in which he had little or no confidence. Based
on his years as vice-president, he knew the real value of the
National Security Council. And it would be the perfect vehicle to
go around the Congress and the bureaucracy. Immediately with
Kissinger and a very few trusted aides and advisors, he took the
government "Secret". And over the next three and a half years, one
by one, he changed American foreign policy, detente with the
Soviets, a secret opening to China and, finally, SALT I, and the
ABM Treaty. And then there was more. He wound down the war in
Vietnam instead of winning it with s-, at, with secret talks with the
North Vietnamese. All this time the established bureaucracy was
quietly reacting to Nixon. Nixon had the power and, and the one
thing he did control was the White House. The Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs set up an espionage operation inside the White House to
learn Nixon's secrets and undermine his policies and weaken the President. The
CIA infiltrated the White House, using the "Plumbers" to run domestic CIA
operations that would later be blamed on the President and his men. In addition,
they also moved individuals in the N-,into the Nixon Committee to Reelect for
similar domestic cover. So, while the first three year, for the first three
years, Nixon appears to be totally in control of the White House, in reality,
that control has already begun to crumble, slowly, piece by piece,
culminating after his landslide reelection into a full-fledged war
against the President and his policies." And then we go on to say,
"Is he aware of, that he's in a war? Does he understand the
dimensions, but, uh, but, this, a war he is surely in. And in the

end, his enemies at state, the Pentagon and the CIA using the
press, the Congress and the courts will bring Richard Nixon down.',
That's the opening.

MITCHELL: Mm hnm.

COLODNY:

Accurate. Close?

MITCHELL: I think that's right on.

COLODNY:

See, what we've done is we've built ab-, a bigger frame ...

MITCHELL: Yeah.

COLODNY:

... to put, to put around the picture.

MITCHELL: Yeah.

COLODNY:

And then I just wondered if you had any problem with what we're saying.

MITCHELL:

Not in what you've just read.

HALDEMAN/COLODNV INTERVIEW EXCERPT RE"SECRET GOVERNMENT" 3/23/1988

HALDEMAN:

There is a whole bunch of people that had a, had a, had a

vested interest in Nixon's unsuccess and they all coalesced.
COLODNY: Well, what we say is -- we say that A Silent Coup is the
story of a President at war with his own government upon
assuming the Presidency in January. This is the frame we
built. "In '69, Nixon was a President with a radically new
view of the war of order but totally distrustful of the
established bureaucracy in Congress." I assume you don't disagree with that.
HALDEMAN:

I don't disagree with that.

COLODNY: "He (Nixon) saw the State Department, the Pentagon, and the CIA as
obstacles to his plans, road blocks that had to be
circumvented if he would succeed in implementing his own
foreign policy. He appointed a weak Secretary of State as
well as a man he did not trust as Secretary of Defense, and
finally retained as his head of the CIA, Richard Helms, a
Kennedy appointee and another individual in which he had
little or no confidence." How about--, is that paragraph
close?
HALDEMAN:

It's okay.

COLODNY: "Based on his years as Vice President, he knew the real
value of the National Security Council and it would be the
perfect vehicle to go around the Congress and the
Bureaucracy. Immediately with Kissinger and a very few
trusted aides and advisers, he took his government "Secret".
Over the next three and a half years, one by one he changed
American foreign policy. Detente with the Soviet Union,
with the Soviet's, a secret opening to China and, finally,
Salt I and the ABM Treaty and more. He wound" --, I'm I
going to quick?
HALDEMAN:

No.

COLODNY: "He wound down the War in Vietnam instead of winning it, and

conducted secret peace talks with the North Vietnamese. All
this time the established bureaucracy was quietly reacting
to Nixon. Nixon had the power and the one thing he did
control was the White House. The Chairman of the Joint
Chief's set up an espionage operation inside the White House
to learn Nixon's secrets and undermine his policies and
weaken the President. The CIA infiltrated the White House,
using the Plumbers to run domestic CIA operations that would
later be blamed on the President and his men. In addition,
they also moved individuals into the Nixon re-election
committee for similar domestic cover. So, while, for the
first three years, Nixon appears to be totally in control of
the White House, but in reality that control already began
to crumble. Slowly piece by piece culminating after his
landslide re-election into a full fledged war against the
President and his policies. Is he aware that he is in a
war? Does he understand it's dimensions? A war he is
surely in, and in the end, his enemies at State, the
Pentagon, the CIA using the press, the Congress and the
courts, will bring Richard Nixon down." That's the frame
that we've put around the book.

HALDEMAN: Well, you come pretty well in the line with Haldeman's
theory of the whole thing.
COLODNY:
I thought I told you a long time ago, I thought you were on
the right tract.
HALDEMAN:

[Laughs]

EHRLICHMAN/COLODNY INTERVIEW EXCERPT RE"SECRET GOVERNMENT" 3/28/1988

COLODNY:
We've met, this is what we're saying. If you think there's something wrong, tell me,
uh, because we thought we gave ourselves a lot more latitude to put all of this in. We now say that
"A SilentCoup:The Removal of Richard Nixon is a story of a president at war with his own
government. Upon assuming the Presidency in January 169, Nixon was a President with,
with plans, a radically new view of the world order. But totally distrustful of the
establihed bureaucracy in Congress." Does that sound ...

EHRLICHMAN:

That sounds all right.

COLODNY:
Okay. "He saw the State Department, the Pentagon, the CIA as obstacles to his plans,
road blocks that had to be circumvented if he were to succeed in implementing his own foreign
policy. He appointed a weak Secretary of State, as well as a man he did not trust as Secretary of
Defense. And finally retained as Head of the CIA, Richard Helms, a Kennedy appointee,
and another individual in which he had little or no confidence." Close?

EHRLICH MAN:

All true so far.

COLODNY:
Okay. "Based on his years as Vice President, he knew the real value of the National
Security Counsel, and it would be the perfect vehicle to go around the Congress and the bureaucracy.
Immediately with Henry Kissinger and a very few trusted aides and advisors, he took
his government secret. And over the next three ye-, years, one by one, he changed
American foreign policy. Detente with the Soviets, a secret opening to China, and
finally Salt I and the AVM Treaty and more. He wound down the war in Vietnam instead
of winning it, through secret peace talks with the North Vietnamese." okay?

EHRLICHMAN:

Mm hmm.

COLODNY: "All this time the established bureaucracy was quietly reacting to Nixon. Nixon had the
power, the one thing he did not contra-, the one thing he did control was the White House. The
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs set up an espionage operation inside the White House,
to learn Nixon's secrets and undermine his policies and, uh, and when a-, undermine his policies and
weaken the President. The CIA infiltrated the White House using the pr-, the
the one thing he did not contra-, the one thing he didontrol was the White House. The Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs set up an espionage operation inside the White House, to learn Nixon's secrets and
undermine his policies and, uh,

and when a-, undermine his policies and weaken the President.
The CIA infiltrated the White House using the pr-, the
plumbers t-, to run domestic CIA operations that would later
be blamed on the President and his men. In addition, they
also m-, moved individuals into the Nixon re-election
committee for similar domestic cover. So while, for the
first three years Nixon appears to be totally in control of
the White House, in reality that control has already begun to
crumble. Slowly, piece by piece, culminating after his
landslide re-election into a full-fledged war against the
President and his policies. Is he aware that he's in a war?
Does he understand its dimensions? But a war he is surely in.
And in the end, his enemies, at State, the Pentagon and the
CIA, using the press, the Congress and the courts, will bring
Richard Nixon down." That's the, the overview frame.

EHRLICHMAN: Very dramatic. And I can't quarrel with any of it.
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'Though Radford performed all the usual menial tasks of an assistant, from
taking dictation to typing, filing, pouring coffee, serving lunch, and arranging Robinson's transportation, the yeoman understood that his main job
was to assist Robinson by ensuring that everything they saw and heard inside the White House was promptly passed on to Chairman Moorer.
The Robinson-Radford team would begin each morning at the Joint
Chiefs' suite on the second floor of the E-Ring of the Pentagon, then drive
to their NSC office, 376A of the old Executive Office Building (EOB) just
west of the White House; later in the day they would return to the Pentagon. They often worked past dark, and usually had long, grueling schedules
that allowed Radford little time for his family. That loss was offset by his
contiguity to power and the intimate secrets of the nation's foreign policy.
His dedicated service to Robinson, Moorer, and the Joint Chiefs earned
him Robinson's praise and the promise of an officer's commission.
Chuck Radford was a sensitive young man, the product of an unusual
childhood and a broken home. His father was a Native American, his
mother descended from Slavic, Irish, and Jewish ancestors, and Radford
had had difficulty gaining acceptance at the places to which his family
moved, and at the foster homes to which he had occasionally been sent.
Perhaps that was why, from the very outset, Yeoman Radford was enthralled by his new job. "It's a long way from an Indian reservation to a
position like that," he remembers. "I thought, my gosh, I've finally broken
those ties with my past, and I can really be better than a lot of my cousins
and a lot of my family had been. I can finally accomplish something. I
even stopped reading newspapers-that's how exciting it was-because
the stuff in the newspapers was boring; they didn't know what they were
talking about:'
The fall of 1970, when Yeoman Radford took up his post, was a pivotal
time for the Joint Chiefs of Staff. From their point of view, the president of
the United States was out of control.
On January 20,
Richard
_had become the thirty- seventh president of the United States. Earlier, as a private citizen, Nixon had
contemplated several historical foreign policy shifts, including new relationships with the United States' cold war adversaries, China and the Soviet Union, an end to the war in Vietnam, and an attempt to stop bloodshed
in the Middle East. Though long regarded as a conservative anticommunist, Nixon actually had a worldviewthat favored diplomacy and arms control over confrontation and a continued arms race. He cultivated a public
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image of anticommunism because he found it useful, but privately was
more flexible in his thinking.
His slim electoral victory in 1968, with a margin of only a half-million
votes, represented a tremendous comeback from defeats in the presidential election of 1960 and in the California gubernatorial race in 1962. As
he entered the White House, Nixon was full of bitterness and anger about
these past defeats, and about years of perceived slights from others in the
political establishment. He believed he had never been treated with the respect that a former vice-president should have received. He viewed the nation's capital as a hostile territory populated by his enemies. "Washington
is a city run primarily by Democrats and liberals, dominated by like-minded newspapers and other media;' Nixon wrote in his autobiography, RN.
He urged his cabinet to replace holdover bureaucrats with "people who
believed in what we were trying to do," and insisted they do so quickly, or
the old establishment would "sabotage" their intended reforms. What he
wanted from these new people was "undivided loyalty:'
,
Nixon's need to control his political destiny and to prevent the blunting {'of his agenda by bureaucrats pushed him toward the establishment of what
was, in effect, a secret government!'An intensely private and withdrawn
man, almost the opposite of the usual gregarious politician, Nixon often
recoiled from social situations and preferred to be closeted with familiar
aides or to sit alone with a pad and pen and jot down his own thoughts.
"Meeting new people filled him with vague dread, especially if they were
in a position to rebuff or contradict him;' Henry Kissinger observed of his
former chieftain in the first volume ofhis own memoirs, White House Years.
Nixon usually directed his chief of staff H. R. "Bob" Haldeman, his counsel
and later domestic adviser John D. Ehrlichman, or his attorney general and
close friend John N. Mitchell to carry out the dirty work of imparting bad
news or even somewhat unpalatable directives to subordinates.
Both Nixon and Kissinger saw the government bureaucrats as roadblocks to be circumvented. To Nixon, Congress was under the thumb of the
Democrats; the Department of State and the Central Intelligence Age11cy
were havens for Eastern Establishment liberals who hated himj and the
military was full of doctrinaire, inflexible anticommunists. To circumvent
them all, Nixon determined to use an agency first established in 1947 that
had lain dormant in the Kennedy and Johnson years but was under the
complete control of the White House-the National Security CounciJ.
f2r a man who loved secrecy, it was perfect. While the statutory members
of the NSC were officers of the cabinet, the national security adviser and
j
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his staff were presidential appointees who did not have to be confirmed by
Congress. The NSC was chartered as a clearinghouse for information from
State, the Pentagon, and the intelligence community flowing to the White
H?use, and it could take action quickly. Nixon had seen the NSC work under President Dwight D. Eisenhower, but then it had been balanced by the
E_ower and influence of Secretary of State John Foster Dulles.
Nixon constructed a cabinet that could be ignored or easily manipula!ed, depending on the whim of the White House. Generally, the most
important cabinet post for an incoming administration is the secretary of
state. Nixon appointed to that post William Rogers, attorney general under Eisenhower, and a man who had befriended Nixon at a time when he
had needed friends, after the gubernatorial defeat in 1962. In the opening hours of Rogers' tenure as secretary of state, Nixon had Kissinger send
letters to many leaders of foreign nations, without advising Rogers or his
department that he was doing so. Rogers' refusal to show outrage at this
deliberate slight assisted in his department's emasculation. Rogers' complete eclipse occurred less than a month later, when Nixon met with Soviet Ambassador to the United States Anatoly Dobrynin without Rogers
present, and told the ambassador that Kissinger would meet regularly with
him from then on. As Kissinger reports in his memoirs, after that, Rogers
was routinely left out of all important initiatives having to do with foreign
policy, or informed only after they had been irretrievably set in motion.
Items on which Rogers was kept in the dark included the strategic arms
limitation talks (SALT) with the Russians that aimed to put a ceiling on
nuclear arsenals, the secret negotiations with China and the trip to Peking,
and the secret peace talks with the North Vietnamese in Paris.
Whereas Bill Rogers had no real foreign policy experience, the man
selected by Nixon as secretary of defense 4ad considerable experience in
military affairs. Melvin R. Laird had spent eight terms as a congressman sitting on the powerful House Appropriations Committee, which handled the
funding of the Pentagon and the intelligence agencies. He understood the
military bureaucracy far better than Nixon or Kissinger. He also appears to
have understood the way Nixon planned to work, and though he protested
he decided to continue on in his post in an
being cut out of many
!. • .
atle1npt to make his own imprint on winding down the war in Vietnam.
· Nixon's agreement to let Johnson holdover Richard M. Helms remain as
the director of the CIA was among his most astounding appointments.:'The
two ·were polar opposites in background;' Haldeman wrote in his memoir,
The Ends of Power, "Helms the aloof, aristocratic, Eastern elitist; Nixon the
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poor boy (he never let you forget it) from a small California town:' The appointfi1ent was especially puzzling in light of Nixon's deep-seated belief that
the CIA had contributed to his loss in the 1960 election. Back then, Nixon
told friends, the CIA had played politics with the Bay of Pigs operation, briefing candidate John Kennedy on it to the point where he was able to take a
strong anti-Castro stand that Nixon did not want to take because it might
jeopardize the impending Bay of Pigs invasion; the CIA had also given Ken-

nedy ammunition for his accusations about a "missile gap" that he exploited
in similar fashion. On both of these issues, sabotaged by the CIA, Nixon believed he had appeared weak or uninformed during the televised debates,
which were widely credited with having won Kennedy the election. That the
election had turned on a number of factors, not the least among them Nixon's physical appearance on television rather than the content of his remarks,
did not prevent Nixon from continuing to believe that the CIA had done
him in. Nixon planned to ignore the CIA as much as he could, and
!!elms in place-where he and his agency could be embarrassed-became
part of the plan. Nixon and Helms thought little of each other; there was at
least one
them. According to Nixon's memoirs,
when Nixon requested the complete Bay of Pigs files, Hehris, after initially
balking, turned over what the president believed to be a sanitized file.
Nixon's relationships with the senior military officers of the nation
were the most complex of those within the upper echelon. It was impossible to carry out the war in Southeast Asia without cooperation from the
Pentagon, and such matters as the secret bombings in Cambodia and the
air war against North Vietnamese cities required the support of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. But Kissinger courted individual service chiefs and encouraged them to report directly to him rather than to Secretary Laird. He also,
on behalf of the president, requested that the JCS set up a "backchannel"
through which he and Nixon could transmit private messages within the
government and abroad. Such backchannels were normally operated for
the government by the CIA and the National Security Agency (NSA),
but Nixon wanted to circumvent those intelligence agencies. Using special codes, teletypes, and secure terminals located at the Pentagon and in
the White House Situation Room, the president and his national security
adviser could send and receive messages to selected American officials and
members of foreign governments around the world without alerting the
rest of the United States government.
This backchannel for transmitting and receiving messages was under
the control of the JCS and physically located in the Digital Information Re-

